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TAGS: ENRG, TECH, UK 

SUBJECT: FORMER CEGB CHAIRMAN COMMENTS ON NUCLEAR 
CHOICE: PRESS COMMENT 

REE: LONDON'S 7172, JUNE 7, 1974 

1 . LORD HINTON OF BANKSIDE, FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE 
CENTRAL ELECTRICITY GENERATING BOARD, IN A BRIEF LETTER 
TO THE TIMES JUNE 10 CALLED ATTENTION TO THE RISKS OF 
PIPE FRACTURES IN WATER-COOLED REACTORS, ESPECIALLY 
LIGHT WATER REACTORS "WITH A HIGH EUEL ELEMENT RATING 
AND AN EMERGENCY COOLING SYSTEM THAT IS NOT FULLY 
PROVEN..." NOTING THAT THE ELIXBOROUGH DISASTER 
DEMONSTRATES THAT DESIGN, INSPECTION AND CONSTRUCTION 
FAILURES, WHILE EXTREMELY IMPROBABLE, ARE NOT IMPOSS- 
IBLE, HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THOSE WHO ARE RES- 
PONSIBLE EOR A DECISION ON THE TYPE OF REACTOR TO BE 
USED IN BRITAIN WILL "REMEMBER ELIXBOROUGH ". 

2. THE SUNDAY TIMES SCIENCE EDITOR, IN AN ARTICLE JUNE 

9, COMMENTED SOMEWHAT CRITICALLY ON COTTRELL'S EINANCIAL 
TIMES LETTER (REFTEL), TERMING HIS ARGUMENT ONE WHICH 
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ABILITY OF THE BRITISH ENGINEERING INDUSTRY TO BUILD 
AND INSPECT PROPERLY STEEL PRESSURE VESSELS, EVEN THOUGH 
THEIR AMERICAN, ERENCH, AND JAPANESE COUNTERPARTS CAN 
DO SO. CITING A NUMBER OE PROBLEMS WITH BRITISH DESIGN 
REACTORS, THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES, "IT IS ON THIS EVIDENCE 
THAT PWR ADVOCATES KEEP ARGUING THAT BRITIAN OUGHT 
STILL TO TAKE THIS UNPRECEDENTED CHANCE OE CHOOSING A 
SYSTEM WHICH HAS BEEN DESIGNED BEEORE BEING BUILT RATHER 
THAN AETERWARDS." 

ANNENBERG 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, NUCLEAR REACTORS, NUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 JUN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974LONDON07277 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 48-1 172 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740660/aaaabzlb.tel 

Line Count: 71 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: LONDON'S 7172, JUNE 7, 1974 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: martinjw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 AUG 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 AUG 2002 by PhilliR0>; APPROVED <09 JAN 2003 by martinjw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FORMER CEGB CHAIRMAN COMMENTS ON NUCLEAR CHOICE: PRESS COMMENT 
TAGS: ENRG, TECH, UK, (HINTON) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



